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Greetings Fellow Motorists. 
 

Welcome to that most wonderful time of the year; Autumn and Thanksgiving.  This is my 
favorite  time of the year.  Families getting together, the smells of wonderful foods, laughter 
and pumpkin-spiced air flowing down the street.  The many colors of the leaves that are 
changing on the trees, while everything is preparing for the long winter's sleep.  The air is 
crisp and the sunlight  changes its angle and the color spectrum has a glow about it. 
 Mother Nature gives back what it received from earlier seasons.  This is the best time to 
have a convertible;  top-down weather and fall tours.  Great reasons we all get together; 
Mercedes-Benz.    
 

The September meeting at Spaghetti Warehouse was very enjoyable.  The food was 
excellent and everyone had great fellowship.  We had two returning new members and one 
new member we had the pleasure of meeting for the first time.  There were many regular 
members present as well.  You all are appreciated and it's always nice spending the 
evening together.  Thank you for supporting and being a part of our Club.  Paula has done 
a wonderful job keeping our meeting places organized.  The October meeting will be on 
the 15th at one of the Club's favorite restaurants, Siegi's, 8104 S. Sheridan in Tulsa, 
beginning at 7:00 p.m.  We are meeting here to celebrate Oktoberfest. 
 

We all need need to keep our fellow member Marv Gregory in our prayers.  As you may or 
may not know, he was in an awful motorcycle accident.  He has been in critical condition in 
ICU, but is slowly making improvement.  Marv still has many long days of recovery ahead 
of him.  Please keep him, his family all of the caregivers in your prayers,  God's speed 
Marv.  
 

Ron and Jean Hardage have a fall tour line up for us on November 7, 2015.  We will be 
driving the beautiful Talimena National Scenic Drive.   The foliage should be breathtaking. 
 We are meeting at Jackie Cooper at 93rd and South Memorial Drive in Tulsa at 8:00 am. 
 Be sure to be , on time as Ron will wait for no one, including Jean. Well maybe Jean. Be 
sure to pack a lunch as we will be dining with Mother Nature in a beautiful scenic 
wonderland.  Hope we have great weather, beautiful foliage and a great turnout.  Thank 
you, Ron and Jean.  We always appreciate and enjoy the tours you put together for our 
Club. 
 

Several members met at South Tulsa Baptist Church's annual car show on Sunday, 
September 20th.   We had five Mercedes from our Club, and managed to pick up another 
fellow Mercedes lover in the parking lot.  Bill and Linda drove their 911 Porsche.  We all 
had a tasty hamburger and hot dog.  We met Miss Oklahoma and Oklahoma 
Representative Jim Bridenstine.  There were many classic and custom cars and trucks, 
and of course, wonderful fellowship. Thank you STBC, we will see you next year.      
 

I would like to thank all the wonderful members, new and returning, and the Officers, for 
making the Eastern Oklahoma Mercedes Benz Club a strong Club.  We are especially 
appreciative of Ben Cunningham and the wonderful newsletter he does.  We always 
welcome and encourage volunteers and new ideas.  We are in need of new Board 
members.  We will have an election soon, so please be thinking of people you'd like to 
nominate for an office.  This is OUR club - the Mercedes-Benz Eastern Oklahoma Section.  
 

Thank you and God bless you and the United States of America.    
Michael  
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Eastern Oklahoma 
MBCA Profiles 

by John Kushnerick 
 
This is our fifth edition with Profiles of one long standing member and one recent new member. It is our hope that this encourages 
everyone to get to know our fellow members. We all need to realize it takes a long time and many experiences to get to know someone. 
These articles and all of the club activities are intended as opportunities to make long term friends. 
 

Dave Hinnant  
Tulsa OK    
Member since May 1997 

 

I dare say that there are very few people in Tulsa who have 
owned as many Mercedes Benz automobiles as Dave.  During 
his lifetime he tells me he has owned about 17-20.  Currently 
Dave owns a 1977 450sl, 1967 230 sedan, 1972 280sel 4.5, 
1972 350sl, a 1966 200D station wagon and a 1990 Unimog 
military truck.   This does not include the several others he has 
in parts or storage. 

 

 
 

My first Mercedes Benz 
 

Dave grew up in Tulsa.  He acquired his first Mercedes when 
he offered to paint a neighbor’s house in exchange for her car.  
The car was a 1961 220sb.  “The lady needed her house 
painted and I needed a car”.  So Dave pulled out the ladder, 
scraped the old paint, and put a fresh coat on the house.  The 
car needed a clutch and other fixes.   
 “I figured I needed to know how to fix my car so I went to work 
in late 1973 working for Siggi Grimm at his dealership at 2515 
East 11th street. (Note: This was the location of the original 
Mercedes Benz/Studebaker dealership - Richardson Motors.)  
“We called the place the 'old lumberyard' since the building 
looked like one.  I started by sweeping floors, running for parts, 
and anything they needed.  I apprenticed under the two senior 
Mercedes Benz mechanics, Ed Garrott and Gerald Moore.  I 
learned the ropes from them and after two years became a 
Technician.” In 1976, the business moved a few blocks away to 
a new location at 2007 E 11th street. “I attended factory 
training and worked on repairs and alignments there till 1986.” 
Dave then moved to Tristar Automotive in Tulsa till late 1996. 
 

 
In mid 1997, Dave, Sid Overturf and Denny Holden pooled 
their tools, resources, and skills to open up Benzin Motor 
Works.  “We started out small. We didn’t even have a lift.”  With 
patience, skills, and a passionate customer base, the business 
grew.  “Our slogan was: Just honest service with a personal 
touch.” 
 

In 2010 the business expanded to its current location on E 38th 
street.  The shop now works on Mercedes, BMW and Hummer 
H1. Dave is President / Parts Manager but still works on the 
older cars. “We lost Sid in 2011”.  “His passing has left a big 
hole.  We all miss him.” 
 
Dave went on to tell me stories about a few of his early 
Mercedes purchases after the 1961 220sb. One of the most 
interesting cars was a 1972 350sl.  This was the first year of 
the R107 body style for USA.  Dave and his wife used the car 
on their honeymoon driving out to the western and mountain 
states.   He sold the car and bought the car back years later.   
It sits in storage waiting to be restored.  His newest car is a 
1977 450sl in Signal red.   “This car is a project car.   I have so 
far spent a fair amount of time and money on the car and keep 
working on it when I get a chance.” 
 
Dream Car 
 
Dave’s dream car is a car most would enjoy to look at but 
would be intimidated by its service. A 1965 300se sedan.   “The 
car has the fin body, 4 door sedan, big chrome, air suspension 
and was the high end top of the line finback or 'heckflosse' 
sedans in 1965. I have always had a place in my heart for the 
50's and 60's models.” (see: http://mercedes.heckflosse.nl/ ) 
 
A unique thing about Dave is that he is a drummer in a band.  
“We practice twice a week. We love Beatles and late 60’s 
music”.  They play at parties and other occasions. 
 

Dave was a member of the Mercedes club in the 1970’s.  “I 
was 21 years old in 1976. When I joined the club I was by far 
the youngest member.  I lasted one year and then came back 
in 1997 when I was older.” 
 

With his busy 12 hour days in helping to run a business, Dave 
wishes he could participate more in club activities.  But “Extra 
time is tough to come by”. 
 

“One thing I can say is that I have met a lot of nice people in 
this business.  People come and go but if you do the right thing 
and are honest, you will build lasting relationships”. 
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New Member 
John Ferrante           
Tulsa Oklahoma 
 
John was born and grew up in New York City. As a boy he 
could not wait to get his driver’s license. At 16 and a half 
exactly, he had his learner’s permit and on his 17th birthday; 
his driver’s license.  His first car was a 55 Chevy painted in 
Cadillac “Crimson Fire Mist” RED. Since John’s dad owned a 
gas station, garage, and service station, he was exposed to 
cars and trucks and learned to drive long before he became 
legal. He also was mechanically inclined and felt he could fix 
anything. John was eager to learn and was fortunate to be 
mentored by a few experienced old time mechanics. He 
discovered the sport of drag racing, both on and off the track, 
and was fascinated with learning how to make cars go faster. 
 

 
 

As time went on, John realized there was more money in 
aviation than in automobiles. He went back to school and 
received an Associate’s Degree in Aviation Maintenance and 
later a Bachelor’s Degree in Operational Management. He 
joined American Airlines in 1973 as an Avionics Technician. 
John and his wife of 45 years, Judy and 2 children moved to 
Tulsa in 1986 when John was promoted to Manager on Duty 
for Maintenance Operations at the Maintenance & Engineering 
Center. He retired from a 39+ year career as Director of 
Maintenance Operations. 

 

 

 
My First Mercedes 

About 11 years ago, John and his wife, Judy were in Las 
Vegas attending the SEMA Automotive Trade Show. On 
display was the new Saturn Sky convertible. Judy fell in love 
with the car and wanted to order it right then. As soon as they 
got back to Tulsa, they checked the Saturn dealership, but, 
they were told that since it was new, it was totally sold out at all 
Saturn dealerships. They drove across the street to Jackie 
Cooper and as fate would have it, Judy fulfilled her dream with 
a convertible in a 1999 silver SL500 and it had a removable 
hardtop for the winter!  Since the original sticker price in 1999 
was over $100,000, John felt he was getting a bargain. They 
love to take the convertible along the Talimena Scenic drive 
with the top down and the heat blasting to see the fall colors! 

John has his own toy, a 2001 ZO6 Corvette. John actually 
helped build the car along the assembly line in Bowling Green, 
Kentucky.  

Dream Car 

If John could own any car, it would be a brand new S class 
AMG sedan with a twin turbo V12. It has no remorse for carbon 
credits, “Style with Speed – Need I say More?” 

John is happy to be retired. “I worked like crazy all my life. I 
can even remember my first day at AA. It goes by so fast.” He 
keeps busy on the board of Tulsa Air & Space Museum. From 
my conversations with John, his personal pet project is working 
with a small but dedicated group of retired AAs that have been 
working since 2009 on restoring a DC3 aircraft that was once 
flown by American Airlines as the “Flagship Tulsa”. The 
restored forward fuselage and cockpit will find its’ home in the 
museum.  

 

 

Place an Ad in our  
Newsletter  

 

1. Full Page   $175 
2. Half Page  $135 
3. Business Card $65 
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Election of New Board Members 
 
It is time for our Section to elect New Board Members and 
then for the Board Members to elect Officers to make up 
the Executive Committee and also to select the Chairs for 
all of the Committees that make up the Board of Directors. 
We also need some new Directors-at-Large that serve on 
the Board.  
The following was taken from the Mercedes-Benz Club of 
America Section Leadership Guide published on the Web 
Site. 
I thought this information might be helpful as we head into 
the next year. 
 

1. Board Roles & Responsibilities 
 
General Responsibilities of All Directors 
 

1. Attend all meetings of the Board of Directors and of 
the Executive Committee (according totheir level of 
responsibility in the section).  

2. Carry out all responsibilities as defined below, 
directly, or by delegating in their absence. 

3. Complete all required reporting as defined below. 
 
NOTE: If an Officer, Executive Committee member, or Director 
is unable to fulfill their responsibilities as defined, the President 
may assign a replacement after conferring with the person 
about their situation. A replacement Director is typically 
approved by the full Board of Directors—even if after the fact. If 
an Officer is unable to fulfill his or her responsibilities, the 
Executive Committee will follow the Section Bylaws to arrange 
for a replacement. 
 
Executive Committee 
 

1. Consists of the President, Vice President, Secretary, 
Treasurer and Immediate Past 
President (Ex-Officio). The President, Vice President, 
Secretary, and Treasurer are the 
Officers of the Section. 

2. May invite the Regional Director to participate in an 
advisory capacity. 

3. Acts as a Steering Committee to advise the President, 
makes policy decisions, and is responsible for the 
legal and financial aspects of the Section. 

4. May call a meeting of the Executive Committee when 
needed or in accordance with the 
Section Bylaws. 

5. May also meet independently of the Board of 
Directors. 

 
President 
 

1. Calls meetings of the Executive Committee (as 
needed) and of the Board of Directors. 

2. Is responsible for carrying out the Bylaws of the 
Section and complying with National MBCA 
Bylaws and operating requirements. 

3. Is chairperson of the Executive Committee, Board of 
Directors, and an ex-officio member of all section 
committees 

4. Is the Chief Administrator of the Section 
5. Is responsible to the Executive Committee. 

 
 
 
Vice President 
 

1. Handles the duties of the President when necessary. 
2. Carries out any other duties requested by the 

President. 
3. Acts as a resource to the Activities Chair, when 

requested. 
4. Is responsible to the Executive Committee. 

 
 
 
Secretary 
 

1. Records and maintains minutes of all Executive 
Committee and Board of Directors meetings. 

2. Distributes minutes of all meetings within a specific 
number of (i.e. 10, 20, etc.) days: 

- Executive Committee minutes are distributed 
only to the Executive Committee 

- Board of Directors minutes are distributed to 
everyone on the Board of Directors 

3. Fulfills other secretarial duties as requested by the 
President. 

4. Is responsible to the Executive Committee. 
 
 
 
Treasurer 
 

1. Records all receipts of money and pays all section 
expenses approved by both the Treasurer and the 
President. 

2. Assures that checks for payment of expenses are 
available at each section activity. 

3. Maintains and balances all bank accounts using 
Generally Accepted Accounting Principles. 

4. Files all required tax reports, statements, and non-
profit reporting requirements on or before their due 
dates. 

5. Files all required reports to MBCA National Business 
Office as needed or requested. 

6. Assigns and maintains itemized accounts by major 
areas (i.e., activities, advertising, section newsletter 
and web site, etc.). 

7. Assists Activities Director and Activity Chairpersons in 
financial planning and reporting of their events. 

8. Prepares written financial reports and presents at all 
Board of Directors meetings. 

9. Is responsible to the Executive Committee. 
 
 
Immediate Past President (Ex-Officio) 
 

1. Advises the President and Executive Committee 
about the policies and practices of the 
section and MBCA as requested or required. 

2. Is an ex-officio member of the Executive Committee 
and the Board of Directors. 

3. Chairs the Nominating Committee. 
4. Is responsible to the Executive Committee. 
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Board of Directors 
 
Chairs of the committees are appointed by the President and 
confirmed by a majority of the members of the Board of 
Directors. 
 
Activities 
 

1. Develops and maintains a running twelve-month 
calendar of activities/events, in four categories: 
Social, Driving, Technical, and Educational. 

2. Captures requests from members for activities/events. 
3. Presents updates on activities/events to the Board of 

Directors at all meetings and seeks approval of any 
special consideration (i.e. unusual expenses, etc). 

4. Seeks interested activities/events coordinators and 
assigns coordinators for other events. 

5. Works with the Technical Chair to coordinate and 
schedule Technical Sessions. 

6. Reviews budgets and processes for managing events 
with Coordinators prior to their events. 

7. Works with Event Coordinators to handle event 
announcements and submission of articles (with 
reservation form if required) to the Editor of the 
newsletter (at least two months prior to each event, if 
possible). Gives a copy of the section’s Guide for 
Event Hosts to each event coordinator prior to event 
planning. 

8. Develops new and interesting activities. 
9. Invites other regional sections when appropriate. 
10. Prepares activities/events coordinators to run their 

event, including registration, lists of paid and unpaid 
participants, logistics, arranging for help at 
activities/events, etc. 

11. Ensures that the Editor receives a write-up with 
photos (if possible) immediately after each 
activity/event from the Coordinator, an activity/event 
participant, or the Activities Chair prior to the next 
deadline of the newsletter. 

12. Seeks assistance when necessary and stays in touch 
with the Vice-President. 

13. Is responsible to the Board of Directors. 
 
Editor (Newsletter) 
 

1. Coordinates write-ups of events/activities and other 
articles from those responsible. 

2. Reviews and edits all material for publication. 
3. Prioritizes information to be published in the 

newsletter:  
a. Section news, events, activities, 

President's/Officer's Message, 12-month 
calendar. 

b. Directory of Officers, Executive Committee, 
and Board of Directors. 

c. Regional and national events. 
d. MBCA events, news. 
e. Other region’s events. 
f. Trading Post, Technical items, etc. 
g. Feature Mercedes-Benz articles. 
h. Advertising allotment (coordinate with 

Advertising Chair). 

i. Feature articles on advertisers (coordinate 
with Advertising Chair). 

4. Publishes and distributes the newsletter by the 1st of 
each month (or whatever publication cycle you have). 

5. Sends files to the Webmaster for posting on the 
section website. 

6. Submits future section events to the Editor of MBCA’s 
The Star for publication. 

7. Submits reports (and photos if possible) of recent 
section events to the Editor of MBCA’s The 
Star for publication. 

8. Sends a copy of each newsletter to the section 
historian, the MBCA National Office, the 
Regional Director, National Directors-at-Large, The 
Star editor, Presidents and Editors of other regional 
sections, and others as appropriate. 

9. May recommend an Associate Editor to the Executive 
Committee for approval (to assume responsibilities in 
the absence of the Editor and/or to assist the Editor 
as needed). 

10. Reviews any concerns or issues with the President. 
11. Is responsible to the Board of Directors. 

 
Membership 
 

1. Downloads membership records from the NBO FTP 
site, and reports membership statistics to the board. 

2. Keeps membership roster locally (including new 
members, transfers in/out, expirations). 

3. Provides Editor with updated addresses, changes, 
etc. 

4. Sends welcoming letters to new members informing 
them of your section. 

5. Develops a membership recruitment program (such 
as working with local Mercedes-Benz dealers, 
newsletter advertisers, and section member referrals). 

6. Is responsible to the Board of Directors. 
 
Website (Webmaster) 
 

1. Develops then updates the section web site on a 
periodic basis. 

2. Coordinates content with the Newsletter Editor, 
Advertising Chair, and other board members. 

3. Is responsible to the Board of Directors. 
 
Directors-at Large (maximum number determined by section 
by-laws) 
 

1. Become section DAL first to determine if and where 
each may have an interest in becoming a committee 
chair or an officer. The goal is to have each DAL 
move into a leadership position (committee chair or 
officer) within a year or two—to actively rotate from a 
DAL to a committee chair or officer. 

2. Assist with section activities and events as requested 
by the President or other Directors. 

3. Are responsible to the Board of Directors. 
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Our Facebook Page 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
         
 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        

Meeting Schedule 
Thursday, October 15 2015 

7:00 PM 
Siegi’s Sausage Factory 

81st and Sheridan 
Tulsa, Okla 

918-492-8988 
 

Thursday November 19, 2015 
7:00 PM 

Charleston’s Restuarant 
6839 S. Yale Ave 

Tulsa, Okla 
918-495-3511 

 
 

Mike Eddy does a great job posting to our Face Book Page as well as the Jackie Cooper Page 
We continue to see increased activity on our Facebook Page and encourage everyone 

to like our page as an easy way to keep updated on the club activities. 

Please encourage your friends to like us on Facebook



 
 

Questions call section President at 918-638-6664 or the National Business office at 1-800-637-2360 M-F 8am – 5pm  
   Page | 8 
 

South Tulsa Baptist Church Car Show 
September 20th 

 

 
 

 
EOMB had six members bring their car to the Car Show. It was a free Car Show and the Church provided Hamburgers, 
Hot Dogs and ice water as well as desert to all that attended. There was over 500 cars in attendance. The cars ranged 
from Model A’s to exotic sports cars. The weather was threating, but turned out to be a perfect afternoon. 
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STAR-FEST 2016 
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Membership Information 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

New Members 
 
 
 

 
 

August 
 

Mazen Dalati 
John Ferrante 

Betty Frank 
Ben Kehe 

 
 
 

Expired Membership 
 

 
 
 

September 
 

Michael Hunter 
Hans-Peter Schmidt 

Scott Trizza 
Robert Jones 

 
 
 

Renewed Members 
 
 

 
 

August 
Richard Salamon  

 
 

September 
Charles Cresap 
William Hatfield 
Mrs. P M Murphy 

James Sehl 
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The National office of the Mercedes-Benz Club of America has helped us set up a WEB site for 
our club. Below is a screen shot of the WEB Site. 
 
We still need someone to volunteer to be the WEB Master to work with the national office to 
get it populated with our activities and any other information that can be posted there. 
 
The link is http://easternok.mbca.org/. Currently the top section is a slide show of Tulsa sites 
as well as some MB advertisement. The link at the top for Newsletter will take you to a location 
to download Newsletters, current and past editions. Mike and I have attempted to find time to 
do this, but both of us have increased responsibilities lately and would appreciate some 
assistance. Contact Ben or Mike if you would like to help. 
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Mercedes-Benz Club of America, Inc 
Eastern Oklahoma Section 
Ben Cunningham, Editor 
16100 East 120th St N 
Collinsville, Oklahoma 74021 
 
Address Correction: 
M.B.C.A. 
1907 Lelaray Street 
Colorado Springs, CO 80909-9959 
        
Regional Director, South Central Region 
Gene Jurick, 6008 Bracknell Drive 
Parker, TX 75005 
Ph: (h) 972-467-1981, or gjurick@tx.rr.com 
Officers, Eastern Oklahoma Section 
President: Mike Eddy 
918-638-6664 or mikedreams1964@gmail.com 
Vice President: Ben Cunningham 
918-728-0139 or cunnben@yahoo.com 
Treasurer: Richard Jagel 
918-357-2573 or rjmj70@cox.net 
Secretary: Paula Snider 
918-833-1137 or hopes2reality@yahoo.com 
Membership Chair: Fritz Winkler 
918-369-2513 
 
 

 
 

Other Board Members of 
Eastern Oklahoma Section 

 
Ben Cunningham  918-728-0139 
Newsletter Editor 
Marv Gregory  918-346-9653 
William Hill   918-367-6283 
Linda Hill   918-367-6283 
Jim Sehl   918-606-7345 


