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Welcome
New Members!
Randy Kaplin
Terry Turner
Marlethea Burcham

Thank You
Loyal Members!

As I write this, 2017 is in the rear-view mirror and we
have an excellent year in front of us. One of the great
things I get to do as section President is to acknowledge
members at our Christmas meeting for their contributions. I was very pleased to acknowledge Ben Cunningham for his years of leadership and service to the section
and to present Richard Jagel the Member of the Year
award. Both gentlemen have served our group as officers, editors, board members, and have been willing to go
the “extra mile” with their personal time and support to
the section. On behalf of all the members of our Eastern
Oklahoma section we once again want to thank you.

John Kushnerick
President

Mark your calendar for three major events this spring:
First, on April 21 our section will be hosting a Mercedes Mixer for all MBCA members
and owners at the Stokely Event Center in Tulsa. (see additional details in this newsletter). I sure hope you can attend as we bring like-minded Mercedes Benz enthusiasts from the states of Oklahoma, Arkansas, Kansas, and Texas. On May 5, we will
travel to Hutchinson Kansas to visit the underground salt mines and have lunch at
one of the local Amish restaurants. The highlight of the month of May will be Starfest
in Birmingham Alabama. This bi-annual event is the pinnacle for Mercedes Benz Club
of America members with track experiences, factory tours, concourse event, and
meeting friends from around the country.
Still sitting on the sidelines? Here are three events outside of our regularly scheduled
meetings that give you the true MBCA experience. We are more than a car club.
As our current President of the United States is prone to say, “This will be HUGE”.
“Fantastic”, “Best Ever”. You get the picture.

Katy Brocksmith
Stephen Canada
William Clovis
Fred Jones
John Kushnerick
Ken Parker
Garrett Russell
Eric Wiscneauckas

Questions call section President at 918-527-8121 or the National Business office at 1-800-637-2360 M-F 8am – 5pm
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Jackie Cooper: Behind The Scenes Tour
Join us Tuesday, February 6th at 6:00pm as
Dealer Principal Greg Kach
indulges us with a behind
the scenes tour of the
Jackie Cooper Mercedes
Benz dealership.

Jackier Cooper Imports
9393 S. Memorial Dr.

Jackie Cooper has been
serving the MercedesBenz community here in
Tulsa since 1991. They
pride themselves on
providing a world-class
dealership experience
from the sales floor all the
way through parts and
service and client care.

Kach will share with us
how they go above and
beyond to provide this
experience and what
makes each department
stand out above other in
their industry as Jackie
Cooper truly embraces the
motto: the best or nothing.

We’ll see you Tuesday at:
Jackie Cooper
Mercedes-Benz
9393 S. Memorial Dr.
Tulsa OK 74113
And remember; better late
than never!

Who knows; we might
even get to hear the inside scoop on the upcoming renovations and the
new Mercedes Black
theme that is being rolled
out!

“Love is a fruit in
season at all times; and
in reach of every
hand.”
Mother Teresa

Ti Amo—February 15th @ 6:30pm
What better place for our monthly meeting during the month of love than Ti Amo’s
Restorante Italiano; which literally translates to “I love you!” So we would love for
you to join us at 6:30pm for a delicious dinner, fun and fellowship.
Ti Amo’s has been serving up incredible Italian food since 1989 and, in this editors
personal opinion, offers the best bruschetta in all of Tulsa! And honestly, what says
love more than pasta?!
We will be meeting at the Ti Amo South location at 6024 S. Sheridan Rd.
Come hungry, leave happy!

Questions call section President at 918-527-8121 or the National Business office at 1-800-637-2360 M-F 8am – 5pm

2

Tulsa Star News

February - March 2018

Questions call section President at 918-527-8121 or the National Business office at 1-800-637-2360 M-F 8am – 5pm
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Mississippi Delta Blues Tour Invitation
MBCA— Mississippi Section
has extended an invitation
for any of our members to
join them on a tour of the
birth of the blues.
As Mike Marsh, MS Section
President, conveyed:
“We will caravan from the
Jackson area the morning
of March 24th to Clarksdale, MS, where we will
eat lunch at Morgan Freeman's Ground Zero Blues
Club around 11:00

am before going to
the Delta Blues Museum.
After that, Mark will lead a
walking tour of Clarksdale
and it's hoppin' Blues scene including the intersection of Hwys 61 and 49
where Robert Johnson sold
his soul to the devil to become the best guitar player in the world!

The fun doesn't stop there,
unless you need to go
back home... We already
have twenty rooms reserved for our group at the
world famous Shack-Up
Inn just a few minutes

head back toward Jackson
with a few more photo-ops
along the way, such as one
of Robert Johnson's grave
sites! The group should
arrive back in the Jackson
area by 6:00pm Sunday.
We hope you
will join us on
this adventure!”

away from Ground Zero.
We can eat barbecue at
the Inn and enjoy more
live music there into the
night.
Sunday morning we will
leave around 10:00
am bound for The Senators Restaurant in Cleveland, MS where we will eat
before heading over to the
new Grammy Museum.
Around 2:00pm we
will leave Cleveland
and go to Dockery
Farms where it is
said the blues began, then we will

Please RSVP
by March 21st to Scott
Boone
Phone: 601-818-2691
Email: mbcams601@gmail
.com
Members are responsible
for making their own reservations at the Shack-Up
Inn; sooner the better is
recommended to guarantee a room!

Questions call section President at 918-527-8121 or the National Business office at 1-800-637-2360 M-F 8am – 5pm
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New Membership Chairman
Effective February 2018 the membership chair for the Mercedes-Benz Club of America: Eastern Oklahoma Section will be filled by section member Tim Vander Kooi.
The position was previously held by Fritz Winkler who did an outstanding job during
his tenure. Fritz has determined that at this point in time he is unable to fulfill the
chair role and responsibility and is happy to hand the baton over to Tim. Fritz will
continue to be a valued member of the board and serve the section which he loves so
much. Join us in thanking Fritz for his servitude in this position and for all he has
done and continues to do for MBCA Eastern OK.
Tim is excited for the opportunity to continue growing the Eastern Oklahoma Section.
With his previous experience as creator and President of the Tulsa IT Professionals
group, serving on the board of the Global IT Community Association {GITCA}, as well
as various colleges and technical institutes, Tim brings the knowledge and experience
necessary to help our club reach the next level.

Tim Vander Kooi
Membership Chair
MBCA Eastern Oklahoma

“I am really looking forward to having the opportunity to spread the word about the
great value of being a part of MBCA in Eastern Oklahoma! Mercedes-Benz has a wonderful and diverse lineup of automobiles and I have found Mercedes drivers to be
much the same. I am excited to help get the word out that no matter what year or
model of Mercedes-Benz a person (or family) may own, there is a place for them with
MBCA. “

Questions call section President at 918-527-8121 or the National Business office at 1-800-637-2360 M-F 8am – 5pm
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2018 Mercedes Mixer - April 21st
The Eastern Oklahoma section will host a meet and
greet for all MBCA members
in the South Central Region
on Saturday April 21, 2018
at The Stokely event Center
in Tulsa Oklahoma.

Deadline for entry is
Friday April 13th.This
event will be held rain
or shine!
Registration is on pg.13
of this newsletter or
email
MBCAEasternOK@gmail
.com

This event will feature a
non-judged car show,
barbeque luncheon, and
your choice of an afternoon
side trip to the Woody
Guthrie Center in downtown
Tulsa or the Tulsa Botanical
Gardens.

We will gather at the
Stokely Event center located at 10111 East 45th
Place, Tulsa Ok at
11:00am. Cars will be
staged so be sure to let us
know what you’re bringing.
Lunch will be served at
noon and members will
depart later in the afternoon to either of the two
tours led by an EOMBCA
member.

Deadline for entry is Friday April 13, 2018. This
will be a rain or shine
event.
The Stokely event center
is a location that has collected signs and artifacts
from the 1950’s
and 60’s. Our
cars will gather
in a parking lot
lined with vintage gas station
signs.
The luncheon menu will
include sliced brisket and
pulled pork, baked beans,
corn, and potato salad,
pickles, peppers, roll and
a full complement of
fountain beverages.

history. During April, the
museum will profile country music legend Marty
Stuart with a collection of
music and artifacts called
“Way out West, a country
music Odyssey”
The mission of the Tulsa

Botanical Gardens is to
promote the beauty and
importance of plants and
nature to create sustainable and harmonious
world. During the month
of April many of the
spring flowers should be
in bloom. 100,000 tulips
were planted this year,
along with 8000 permanent plants and 3000 seasonal plants.

The Woody Guthrie center
in downtown Tulsa is dedicated to celebrating
Woody’s life and legacy
and educating a new generation about his important role in American
The Eastern Oklahoma section
welcomes you
and we hope
you will attend
this gathering of
Mercedes lovers.

Questions call section President at 918-527-8121 or the National Business office at 1-800-637-2360 M-F 8am – 5pm
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Why should you be a MBCA Member?
The Star® Magazine
Your membership to the Mercedes-Benz Club of America includes a subscription to
our bi-monthly magazine, The Star. In 2012, The Star was awarded 14 "best of"
medals from the International Automotive Hall of Fame for excellence in writing,
design, production, graphics and photography.
Available to Members by mail and online.

Loyalty Rewards Program (U.S.)
If you've been a member of the Mercedes-Benz Club of America for 12 consecutive
months or longer without lapse and are a current member now, you're entitled to
receive $500 off the purchase or lease price of any NEW Mercedes-Benz vehicle. Offer excludes Commercial Vans, smart, SLS AMG Coupes, SLS AMG Roadsters, AMG GT and AMG GT S. Discount may be combined with other MBUSA incentive programs; including Guest Appreciation Certificates, European Delivery, sea-

Classified Ads
Mercedes-Benz Club of America members and non-members, both private party
and commercial businesses, may sell merchandise, goods and services through this
website and in our award-winning magazine, The Star®. Reach the people who
love Mercedes.

Discounts on Parts, Service &
Accessories at Participating MercedesBenz Dealers
As a Mercedes-Benz Club of America member, the presentation of your membership card may entitle you to 5%, 10% or (up to) 20% off parts, service and accessories from U.S. and Canadian Mercedes-Benz dealers.

Local, Regional, and National Events
Club Raffles
Section Newsletters
And so much MORE!!
Visit www.mbca.org/join-today
Questions call section President at 918-527-8121 or the National Business office at 1-800-637-2360 M-F 8am – 5pm
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Christmas Party an Elegant Affair
The Eastern Oklahoma section held their annual Christmas party combined with
the December meeting on
Thursday December 14,
2017 at The Bistro at Seville. The evening began
with members having their

photo taken to commemorate the event and following
they were treated to an elegant dinner with many en-

To view ALL photos and
download for your own
use please visit the
photo section of our
facebook page!

trees to choose from including favorites such as
bacon wrapped filet,
bone in pork chop and
crab stuffed trout. The
food was excellent and
the ambiance of The Bistro set the perfect mood
for reminiscence over the
year’s events,
holiday chit-chat
and present
stealing!
The evening was
highlighted by
two special
awards: Ben

Cunningham was
presented an
award for his
leadership and
commitment to
the section over
the past several
years as Board
member, Vice
President, and
newsletter editor.
Many thanks to
his committed service.
Member of the year was
awarded to Richard Jagel.
Richard has served
the section for five
years as section
Treasurer. He has
been very committed to
sound
financial
controls
and
making
sure that the
section lives
within its means.
Through his

supporting
bigger
initiatives.
As part
of our
Christmas
traditions
hundreds of pounds of
canned goods and other
food items were collected

for donation to the Broken
Arrow Neighbors {BAN}
food pantry. BAN was very
appreciative for the
clubs efforts to assist
and sent a thank you
letter which has been
included in this newsletter to share their
gratitude for you.
The evening would

guidance, the
section has recovered from a
weak financial
position to one
where we are
building a treasury capable of

Questions call section President at 918-527-8121 or the National Business office at 1-800-637-2360 M-F 8am – 5pm
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not be complete without the
ever popular “Dirty Santa”.
Members brought beautifully
wrapped gifts and placed
them all on a table; then

each person drew a number
to determine the order of
gift selection. The gifts

ranged from items for your
“man purse” to the everfavorite bottles of wine and
delicious cookies. There

February - March 2018

were quite a few
“steals” throughout
the evening and especially picked on was
former section President William Hill who
had his choices stolen three
times. One particular present
caught
every-

one’s attention as the
hidden contents
“Moo’d” loudly with
every turn of the box.
The happy little cow
snack bowl had everyone

rolling and stole the heart of
one particular member who
is excited to bring it to future meetings. Merriment
and laughter filled the small
room at The Bistro as the
final gifts were stolen and
everyone discussed their
prized items. The evening
wrapped up with a special
Mercedes Salsa given as a
favor to each couple who
attended as a gift from the
section for their support in
2017. The guests had the

Page 9

option of a black bean salsa
or a
peach
salsa; the
peach
salsa variety
proved to
be the
favorite!
A special
thanks
goes out to Harriet Kushnerick for her decorating

skills and attention to detail.
Harriet warmed up
the room and provided the holiday
flare everyone enjoyed so much. We
all agree it was our
nicest Christmas
party ever.

Questions call section President at 918-527-8121 or the National Business office at 1-800-637-2360 M-F 8am – 5pm
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Upcoming Events
Join us on March 15th for our
monthly meeting at Flying Tee in
Jenks. We’ll enjoy fabulous food,
discuss upcoming events and reveal some new ideas. Then stay
and play! Bring your clubs or
rent some there; either way enjoy the evening in this state of
the art golf
facility.

“Come fly with me, let’s
fly, let’s fly away!”
Frank Sinatra -Come
Fly With Me

Join Us On Facebook!

www.facebook.com/MBCAEasternOK/

Questions call section President at 918-527-8121 or the National Business office at 1-800-637-2360 M-F 8am – 5pm
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2018 Schedule of Events
February

3rd - MBCA BOARD MEETING, JACKIE COOPER TRAINING ROOM
6th - BEHIND THE SCENES TOUR OF JACKIE COOPER MERCEDES
15th - MONTHLY MEETING, TI AMO, 61ST & SHERIDAN, 6:30PM
17th - CAFFEINE AND GASOLENE, THE VINEYARD, 106TH & MEMORIAL 9AM-NOON
23rd - 24th - LEAKE AUTO AUCTION, OKC FAIRGROUNDS
March

15th - MONTHLY MEETING, FLYING TEE, JENKS, 6:30PM
17th - CAFFEINE AND GASOLENE, THE VINEYARD, 106TH & MEMORIAL 9AM-NOON
24th - ENID OK, BSA CAR SHOW, TOUR PRIVATE COLLECTION - TBD
April

13th – 15th - TULSA AUTO SHOW, TULSA OK
19th - MONTHLY MEETING, SEIGI’S, BIXBY OK, 6:30PM
21st - MERCEDES MIXER E. OK, C. OK, OZARK SECTIONS, STOKLEY E.C.
21st - CAFFEINE AND GASOLENE, THE VINEYARD, 106TH & MEMORIAL 9AM-NOON
28th - MBCA BOARD MEETING, JACKIE COOPER TRAINING ROOM
May

5th - HUTCHINSON KANSAS TOUR/SALT MINES/AMISH FOOD
14th – 21st - MBCA STARFEST, BIRMINGHAM AL
17th - MONTHLY MEETING, LOCATION TBD, 6:30PM
19th - CAFFEINE AND GASOLENE, THE VINEYARD, 106TH & MEMORIAL 9AM-NOON
June

8th – 10th - LEAKE AUCTION TULSA, VOLUNTEER’S NEEDED!
16th - CAFFEINE AND GASOLENE, THE VINEYARD, 106TH & MEMORIAL 9AM-NOON
16th - JOINT PICNIC W/ CENTRAL OK, HAFER PARK
21st - MONTHLY MEETING, LOCATION TBD, 6:30PM
ACTIVITY/EVENT
MONTHLY MEETING
BOARD
SERVICE
CAR SHOW

July

19th - MONTHLY MEETING, LOCATION TBD, 6:30PM
21st - CAFFEINE AND GASOLENE, THE VINEYARD, 106TH & MEMORIAL 9AM-NOON
TBD - GRAND LAKE DRIVE
August

4th - MBCA BOARD MEETING, JACKIE COOPER TRAINING ROOM
16th - MONTHLY MEETING, ICE CREAM SOCIAL, LOCATION TBD, 6:30PM
19th - CAFFEINE AND GASOLENE, THE VINEYARD, 106TH & MEMORIAL 9AM-NOON
September

15th - CAFFEINE AND GASOLENE, THE VINEYARD, 106TH & MEMORIAL 9AM-NOON
16th - SOUTH TULSA BAPTIST CAR SHOW, 1:30PM MEET & GREET, 3PM-5PM SHOW
20th - MONTHLY MEETING, LOCATION TBD, 6:30PM
22nd - PIONEER WOMAN, PAWHUSKA
October

18th - MONTHLY MEETING, LOCATION TBD, 6:30PM
20th - CAFFEINE AND GASOLENE, THE VINEYARD, 106TH & MEMORIAL 9AM-NOON
31ST - TRUNK OR TREAT, LOCATION TBD
November

3rd - MBCA BOARD MEETING, JACKIE COOPER TRAINING ROOM
15th - MONTHLY MEETING, SIEGIES SAUSAGE FACTORY, 6:30PM
December

TBD - MERCEDES-BENZ TOY RUN
13th - CHRISTMAS PARTY, LOCATION TBD, 6:30PM
13th - CANNED FOOD DRIVE

Questions call section President at 918-527-8121 or the National Business office at 1-800-637-2360 M-F 8am – 5pm
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Questions call section President at 918-527-8121 or the National Business office at 1-800-637-2360 M-F 8am – 5pm

Regional Director—South Central Region
Brett Jurick
214-773-7820 or bjurick@tx.rr.com

1334 E. 48th St.
Tulsa, OK 74105
Phone: 918-625-3614
E-mail: MBCAEasternOK@gmail.com

We’re On The WEB!
easternok.mbca.org
www.facebook.com/MBCAEasternOK/

The best or nothing.

Officers—Eastern Oklahoma Section
President
John Kushnerick
918-527-8121 or jkushnerick@zebco.com
Vice President
Bruce Smith
918-296-3732 or fireflite@sbcglobal.net
Treasurer
Richard Jagel
918-357-2573 or richjagel@gmail.com
Secretary
Harriet Kushnerick
918-740-7624 or hkush@cox.net
Membership Chair
Tim Vander Kooi
918-637-5085 or tavanderkooi@outlook.com
Newsletter Editor
Kitzie Vander Kooi
918-625-3614 or MBCAEasternOK@gmail.com

Place
Stamp
Here

To Our Loyal Member:

Questions call section President at 918-527-8121 or the National Business office at 1-800-637-2360 M-F 8am – 5pm

